
Boxing  Day disaster 

Worksheet 1 Teacher’s notes 

1. What are natural disasters ? Can you name a few? 

earthquake, hurricane, tornado, landslide, mudslide, flood, environmental disaster, avalanche… 

 

2. What do you know about tsunamis? What would you like to know? In pairs write down three 

questions you would like to find the answers to.  

students’ own answers 

 

3. Read information about tsunami: 

A tsunami  is a series of waves, made in an ocean or other body of water by an earthquake, 

landslide, volcanic eruption, or meteorite impact. Tsunamis can cause huge destruction when they 

hit coastlines.  

Tsunami waves are different from the waves you can usually find rolling into the coast of a lake or 

ocean. Those waves are made by wind offshore and are quite small compared with tsunami waves. 

A tsunami wave in the open ocean can be more than 100 km across. That’s roughly the length of 

1000 American football fields! Tsunami waves are huge and can travel very quickly, at about 700 

km/hr, but they are only about one meter high in the open ocean. 

As a tsunami wave travels into the shallower water near the coast, it slows and grows in height. 

Even though a tsunami may be barely visible at sea, it may grow to be many meters high near the 

coast and have a tremendous amount of energy. When it finally reaches the coast, a tsunami may 

appear as a rapidly rising or falling tide or a series of waves with a maximum height of up to 30 

meters. 

A few minutes before a tsunami wave hits, the water near shore may move away, exposing the 

ocean floor. Often the first wave may not be the largest, and additional waves may arrive at the 

coast every 10 to 60 minutes. They move much faster than a person can run. The danger from a 

tsunami can last for several hours after the arrival of the first wave. Unlike other waves, tsunami 

waves typically do not curl and break. 

Coasts affected by a tsunami will be severely eroded. A tsunami can cause flooding hundreds of 

meters inland. The water moves with such force that it is capable of crushing homes and other 

buildings. 
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http://www.windows2universe.org/earth/tsunami1.html 

 

Have you found answers to your questions ? If not, go online and search the web now. Then share 

your answers with the rest of the class.  

students’ own answers 
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4. On 26 December 2011 a tsunami hit the coast of Thailand. Watch a fragment of a film 

“Impossible” about that natural disaster: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v4oWUFH19Fs  

 

 

5. On 11 March 2011 a tsunami hit the coast of Japan, go online and read about the disaster: 

http://www.dogonews.com/2011/3/12/japan-suffers-triple-whammy-earthquake-tsunami-

and-aftershocks . 

 

exercise 4 and 5 do not require completing any tasks, the teacher might want to check the 

understanding after the students have watched and read the information 

 

 

 


