
Oceans & waves 

Worksheet 2 

 

READING COMPREHENSION 

WORLD OCEAN DAY 

 

Adapted from: http://www.eslHolidayLessons.com/06/world_ocean_day.html  

 

MULTIPLE CHOICE 

Over seventy per cent (1) ____ the Earth’s surface is ocean. Many of our oceans are being damaged by 

human activity. On June 8, we (2) ____ the importance of the oceans with World Ocean Day. This important 

day in the environmental calendar (3) ____ on 8 June 1992. It was started by a group of environmentalists 

at the Earth Summit in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil. On World Ocean Day, activities (4) ____ place around the 

world. These let us appreciate how important the oceans are to us and how they are essential for our 

survival. It is a day for us to (5) ____ more  about the diversity of life in the oceans and how our actions are 

killing many species. The day also hopes to raise awareness that our oceans are an important part of (6) 

____ our planet at the right temperature. 

The world's oceans are (7) ____ serious threat today. Over-fishing, pollution and global warming are just a 

few of the things damaging the seas. Climate change means sea levels are (8) ____. Scientists say that 

within fifty years, many of today’s countries will be under water. A warming world also changes the way 

ocean water (9) ____. If parts of the world become too warm, ocean temperatures could change and cause 

havoc to the world’s weather patterns. Changing water temperatures could also (10) ____ many marine 

species extinct. Oceans are becoming (11) ____ because of global warming. This is killing many coral reefs, 

which lead to many species of ocean life dying. We really need to start thinking about how our (12) ____ 

damage the oceans. 

 

Put the correct words from this table into the article. 

1. (a) for (b) at (c) of (d) by 

2. (a) recognize (b) recognizes (c) recognition (d) recognized 

3. (a) beginning (b) begins (c) begun (d) began 

4. (a) take (b) make (c) fake (d) sake 

5. (a) learning (b) learn (c) learned (d) learns 

6. (a) kept (b) keep (c) keeps (d) keeping 

7. (a) over (b) under (c) around (d) in 

8. (a) raised (b) rise (c) rising (d) rises 

9. (a) circulates (b) circulation (c) circulated (d) circulate 

10. (a) give (b) do (c) have (d) make 

11. (a) peppery (b) saltier (c) watery (d) wet 

12. (a) living (b) livelihood (c) lives (d) life 


